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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSI1C AL APPEARANCE

a. DBACKGROUND INFORMATION: Undoubtedly the best-lknown house in the
United States, Mount Vernon is a living reminder of the "Father of
His Country." Over a million Americans, each year, visiting Mount
Vernon, gain an inspiring insight into the 1life of Washington.

Mount Vernon came into Washington's possession after the death
of his half~-brother, Lawrence, in 1752. It remained his home for the
rest of his life, though the press of official duties kept him away
for long perlods, principally during the French and Indian War, the
Revolution, and his two terms as President. In 1759 he brought his
bride to Mount Vernon, and there both breathed their last, Washington
in 1799 and Martha three years later. Both are buried on the grounds.

The house, built by George's father or by Lawrence, was enlarged
and the grounds were developed by Washington in accordance with plans
he drew up before the Revolution, though the work was not finally
completed until 1787. Development included the enlargement of the
main house and the addition of semi-detached wings, construction of
a complex of detached outbuildings, landscaping of the grounds and
the laying out of flower and kitchen gardens.

Status: The original plantation, comprising some 8,000 acres,
wag divided into five farms, Four of them have been divided and
subdivided since Washington's death, and only the 500-acre Mansion
House farm remains as an entlty. It is owned by The Mount Vernon
ladies' Association of the Unlon, which ascquired title from
Washington's great-grandnephew in 1858. The house and outbuildings
have been restored, the grounds have been landscaped in accordance
with Washington's original plan, and the house through the years has
been gradually and palnstakingly refurnished with a large number of
the original Washington pieces. DBoth the house and the grounds are
well maintained, and they are open to visitors every day of the year.

b. BOUNDARIES: Tne Mount Vernon Estate consists of approximately
420 acres. The locations of this acreage may be generally described
as follows:

(1) Approximately 300 acres are located south of Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway and east of Route 623.

(2) Approximately 80 acres are located north of Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Route 235, running in a north-south
direction, runs almost through the center of this acreuge.

(3) Approximately 41 acres are located northeast of Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway and adj)olns Hunting Creck.

(4) The Department of the Interior has a scenic easement on
gome 10 acres of land located due north of and adjacent
to the traffic circle at the main visitors' entrance to
the Mount Vernon Estate.
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7 b. CONT'D.

FOR THE 300 ACRES: Beginaing at the junction of Routes 623 and 235,
proceed gouth along Route 623 for approximately 2800 feet; thence
southeast for approximately 2600 feet to Potomac River; thence proceed
approximately 6000 feet along Potomac River waterfront to George
Washington Memorial Parkway; thence proceed approximately 7500 feet
along this George Washington Memorial Parkway and Route 235 to point
of beginning.

FOR THE 80 ACRES: Beginning at the junction of Routes 623 and 235,
proceed north for approximately 200 feet; thence east for approximately
3200 feet; thence south for approximately 800 feet; thence west for
approximately 800 feet; thence south for approximately 1000 feet to
Route 235; thence northwest along Route 235 for approximately 2100

feet to polnt of beginning.

FOR THE L1 ACRES: Beginning on George Washington Memorial Parkway,
where it connects at Hunting Creek, proceed along the Hunting Creek
waterfront for approximately 2300 feet; thence southwest for
approximately 800 feet to the George Washington Memorial Parkway;
thence southeast along George Washington Memorial Parkway to point
of beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Home of George Washington, Commandei--iin-chief of Patriot forces
during the Revolution and outstanding Statesmén, serving as Tirst

President of the United States.
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Douglas S. Freeman, George Washington: A Biography (7 volse., New York
1954.57; Vol. VII by John A. Carroll and“Mary W. Ashworth); Gerald W. ’
Johnson and Charles C. Wall, Mount Vernon: The Story of a Shrine (New
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{10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA |

LATITUBDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 1 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES
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Virginia State Office, National Park Service 6/30/72
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As the designated State l.inison Officer for the Na-
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law [ hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criterio and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. ‘l'he recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Proservation
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